Hysterical stridor: a benign cause of upper airway obstruction.
We present the cases of three patients with stridor that resolved spontaneously. Paradoxical vocal cord motion was documented in one patient. Normal vocal cord motion was present in the other two patients, but stridor had resolved in both cases. Many different terms have been used to describe this entity in the literature. Emergency physicians must recognize the subtle signs of hysterical stridor. Once more serious etiologies are ruled out, sedation and reassurance instead of aggressive airway intervention are required for this benign condition.